





























- SOF was copied on the letter below, from NRA Board Member Dwight D. Van Horn to General William L. Nyland,
USMC. Both men count the privilege of having had Joe Foss as a friend. This letter or its purpose require no expla-
nation, but the action this letter seeks to initiate would benefit from a show of interest and support from constituents
who appreciate what great men such as Joe Foss have done on behalf of our nation, and who value the accuracy of his-
torical record as pivotal to its value for future generations.

SOF readers are encouraged to write their elected federal officials and ask for their support in setting the record
straight. And, if you would like, please copy SOF on the response you get from your senators or congressmen. As a
Medal of Honor recipient, general officer, top USMC Ace, state governor, President of the American Football League,
President of the NRA, or as a loyal friend, Joe Foss was known by all who dealt with him as a man of absolute integri-
ty. Join us in this effort to assure the integrity of the historical record.

January 21, 2003

General William L. Nyland,
Assistant Commandant,
United States Marine Corps
Washington, D.C. 20350

Dear General Nyland: \

It was a pleasure to meet you at the memorial service for Joe Foss in Scottsdale on January 9. The services for Joe were
poignant, inspirational and at times humorous, much like Joe himself.

I was particularly impressed with the portion of your eulogy that talked about how much the Marine Corps history and heroes
were ingrained in new recruits during basic training, thus perpetuating the rich and storied history of the Marine Corps that dates
back to November 10, 1775 at Tun’s Tavern in Philadelphia, and includes men like Smedley Butler, Dan Dailey, Chesty Puller and
Joe Foss. Your comments raised a question that I had once asked Joe. Why was Major Joe Foss not recognized as the Marine Corps
highest-scoring Fighter Ace? That honor going, incorrectly, to Col. Gregory Boyington. Joe’s response was, essentially; “That’s OK.”
Very typical of Joe’s humility and bent towards self-deprecation. He was too much of a gentleman to draw attention to himself.

Joe Foss’ record of shooting down 26 enemy aircraft is unequaled by any other Marine Corps Aviator. Col. Boyington’s claims
of shooting down 28 enemy aircraft are incorrect. I don't disagree with Col. Boyington receiving credit for the enemy aircraft he
shot down while flying with the American Volunteer Group (Flying Tigers). That being said, AVG records are quite clear that Col.
Boyington was paid for two aerial victories, not six. Using the correct AVG records would reduce Col. Boyington’s total to 24.
Further, when Col. Boyington was shot down and subsequently captured on his last mission, he was witnessed to have shot down
one enemy aircraft. After his release from a Japanese POW camp, Col. Boyington claimed that he had shot down three enemy air-
craft on his final mission. Col. Boyington was given credit for those unwitnessed second and third enemy aircraft, contrary to
Marine Corps policy at the time. This should bring Col. Boyington’s correct total of enemy aircraft destroyed to 22, placing him
behind Maj. Joe Foss’ 26 and the 25 enemy aircraft credited to 1st Lt. Robert Hanson.

I would submit to you, Sir, the following list of published books that will substantiate the foregoing facts:

* Roar Of The Tiger, by Brig. Gen. James H. Howard, USAF, MOH

* The Black Sheep, by Bruce Gamble

* Black Sheep One, by Bruce Gamble

* USMC Credits For The Destruction Of Enemy Aircraft In Air-To-Air Combat World War 2 (Victory List No. 1), by Dr. Frank
Olynyk

* AVG & USAAF (China-Burma-India Theater) Credits For The Destruction Of Enemy Aircraft in Air-To-Air Combat World War
2 (Victory List No. 4), By Dr. Frank Olynyk

* Stars & Bars, by Dr. Frank Olynyk

* Pushing The Envelope, by Maj. Gen. Marion E. Carl, USMC and Barrett Tillman

I would respectfully request that you take the necessary steps to ensure that those United States Marines yet to come will learn
that Major Joseph Jacob Foss is the United States Marine Corps’ top-scoring Fighter Ace. This request is especially made in regards
to your eulogy at Joe’s memorial service.

God Bless Joe Foss, God Bless the United States Marine Corps and God

Bless America.

Semper Fidelis.

Respectfully submitted,
Dwight D. Van Horn
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